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The Memorial (Berlin Holocaust Memorial) Will Contribute Little to Remembrance:
Ignaz Bugis and Wolfgang Schäuble converse about the past which will not go away, the
coming crisis in the Green Party, and the Association to Protect the Reputation of
Richard von Weizsäcker

…Schäuble: “On the subject of punishing “Auschwitz Lies” and outlawing National
Socialist symbols, I will say only this: One could, if one existed in a vacuum, engage in a
lively debate on this topic. From the juridical point of view, it really is a monstrous
thing, to outlaw expressions of opinion. Nevertheless it is the right thing to do, because
we do not live in a vacuum; rather, we have concrete history behind us. Furthermore, I
do not believe that suppression of opinion will continue into eternity. But for here and
now it is the right thing,, even with laws which we perceive as problematical from a
purely juridical point of view. It is the right thing to say, ‘Here are barriers and limits,’
and put an end to the monkey business.
You see, I was recently in Berlin -- one has to be very careful in talking about it – and I
overheard a conversation about real estate. The remark was made, ‘OK, the owners get
nothing back, but if they were Jews, there would be no problem.’ Suddenly there came
an outpouring of resentment, which we thought we had overcome years ago…”
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